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18th July 2018 
 
Director, Codes and Approval Pathways 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Re: Feedback on ‘Signage on Cranes’ Exempt and Complying Development Proposal 
 
To whom it may concern, 
With regards to the proposed amendments to the State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and 
Complying Development) 2008 Built Pty Ltd would like to make comment on the ‘Signage on Cranes’ 
policy. In the interest of streamlining policies relating to signage on cranes and more broadly to signage 
on construction sites across New South Wales, Built has assessed the proposed amendments and 
compiled the following feedback for review. 
Conditions that are acceptable: 

• The signage does not obstruct line of sight to traffic control signals, driveways or other critical road 
infrastructure;  

• It does not contain reflective materials, colours and finishes;  

• It does not incorporate sound, vibration, odour and other emissions;  

• It does not contain or use flashing lights, electronically changeable messages, animated display, 
moving parts, simulated movements, complex displays that hold a drivers attention beyond ‘glance 
appreciation’, or displays resembling traffic signs or signals by use of colour, shape or words that can 
be construed as giving instruction to traffic; and  

• Third party advertising is not permitted.    
  
Conditions that would require minor adjustment: 

• The signage shall contain only the name or logo of the Construction Company, builder, or developer, 
project name or crane operator and contact details.
 

  
Conditions that would require amendment: 

 Current condition Issue Proposed amendment 

The size of the sign is 
no greater than 
600mm in height and 
2m in width 
  

Visibility of signage affected by height 
of construction and height of lettering. 
Adopted simplified model under 
AS1319.  
 
Note that based on proposed 600mm 
restriction, only buildings under 50m in 
height would have compliant crane 
signage (refer Appendix B). 
  
Painted signage on cranes to be 
unrestricted as cranes have minimal 
solid body areas for painted signage. 

For construction signage (excluding 
painted crane signage) – the height 
of the letter/logo is to be no more 
than 12mm for every metre in 
building height (e.g. 100m high 
building = 1200mm high signage).  
 
No restriction on length as this will 
be proportional to height. 
  
No restriction on size of painted 
crane signage. 



 

Page 2 of 9 

 

It is not illuminated  
  

Luminance is a complicated measured 
affected by area, proximity to 
neighbours, ambient lighting and time 
of day.  
 
To simplify this an adaptation of 
existing signage luminance policies 
may be most practical. 

Luminance to be in accordance with 
a given table range and controlled 
by time of day (see Appendix C 
Campbelltown DCP 2015 Table 16.2 
for example).  
 
Where outside of the table range, 
signage will be classified non-
exempt development and DA 
submission will be required. 

Policy title (Signage on 
Cranes) 
  

To cover any type of signage on 
construction equipment (e.g. jumpform 
and formwork screen signage) not just 
crane signage. 

Change to ‘Signage on Construction 
Equipment’  

Table 1: Proposed condition amendments 

A summary of this process has been illustrated below in Figure 1: 

 
Figure 1: Flowchart of proposed amendments to Signage on Cranes Exempt Development 
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Proposed Amendment 1: Signage Letter Size 
 
The relationship between signage letter heights and building is a function of visibility from ground level, 
and has been adapted and simplified from AS1319-1994.  
Based on the current 600mm restriction on signage height – only cranes on building sites under 50m in 
height would be visible from the ground. Based on the above proposal, construction companies, 
developers and / or crane companies would easily determine the maximum permissible signage size 
based on the height of the building being developed.  
 
A summary of sign letter sizes and building heights is provided in the table below: 
 

Building Height (m) Letter Height (mm) 

50 600 

75 900 

100 1200 

125 1500 

135 1620 

150 1800 

175 2100 

200 2400 

225 2700 

250 3000 

275 3300 

Table 2: Summary of proposed sign letter size for various building heights 

 
Given that by nature cranes have minimal solid body areas for painted signage, Built propose to remove 
restrictions on size of painted signage on cranes. 
A scale example of how these conditions would appear under the original and proposed scenarios would 
on a 135m high building (e.g. 4 Parramatta Square) is illustrated in Appendix B. 
 
Proposed Amendment 2: Luminance of signage 
Luminance of crane signage is a complicated issue that is difficult to govern using an all-encompassing 
set of compliance conditions. Given a growing trend to provide illuminated crane signage, we propose 
that exempt developments would need to comply with a prescriptive luminance table that addresses: 

• Illuminated Area; 

• Proximity to Neighbours; 

• Ambient Light Conditions; and 

• Time of Day (including restrictions on hours of illuminations). 

Any illuminated signs outside of this range would be non-exempt developments and a DA would be 
required. Appendix C shows an extract of an existing table from the Campbelltown (Sustainable City) 
Development Control Plan 2015 that deals with luminance of signage in a local government area. 
 
Proposed Amendment 3: Policy title change to ‘Signage on Construction Equipment’ 
 
This amendment would streamline the exempt development condition so that it is less conditional and 
applies to all types of construction equipment, not just cranes.  
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In summary, whilst Built believe the overall changes to the State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt 
and Complying Development) 2008 are beneficial, the following amendments would help streamline the 
existing policies for Signage on Cranes (and Construction Equipment generally): 
 

• Proposed Amendment 1: Signage Letter Size 

• Proposed Amendment 2: Luminance of signage 

• Proposed Amendment 3: Policy title change to ‘Signage on Construction Equipment. 

 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Daniel Graham 
Design Director 
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Appendix A – Table of Building Heights and Recommended Signage Size for Proposed Sydney 
buildings and Under Construction 

 

Table 3: Building Heights and Recommended Signage Size for Proposed Sydney buildings and Under Construction 
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Appendix B – Scale representation of crane signage size for 135m tall building (4 Parramatta Square) 

 
Figure 2: Scale representation of crane signage size for 135m tall building (4 Parramatta Square) under Current Conditions (left) and Proposed Amendments 
(right) 
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Figure 3: Images of actual crane signage at 4 Parramatta Square designed in accordance with Proposed Amendments (1600mm high) 



 

 

Appendix C – Extract of Table 16.2 Maximum Allowable Daytime Luminance of Illuminated Signs 
from Campbelltown DCP 2015 

 
Figure 4: Table 16.2 extract from Campbelltown (Sustainable City) Development Control Plan 2015
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